
MIDLOTHIAN RURAL SCHOOLS ACTION GROUP

3 Esperston Farm Cottages

Temple

Midlothian

EH23 4SA

Tel: 01875 830569
Email:Richard@Esperston.co.uk

Acting Secretary: Richard Lock

PETITION to the SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT and to 

Education, Rural Affairs and Children’s Affairs Committees

2 March 2004

We the undersigned call upon the Scottish Parliament to use all powers at its disposal to restore the presumption against closure of rural schools in the cases of  Borthwick , Cranston , Cousland , Howgate and Temple schools , a presumption operative  in all other parts of the Great Britain and Northern Ireland (and the stated policy of the governing Labour Party ).

Further we call upon Members to declare that it is the policy of the Parliament that any financial proposal (by a Council for new school projects) presented to the Parliament will accordingly not in principle include rural school closures. Any departure from the presumption in individual cases shall be on the grounds of the balance of  educational advantage to the children of those schools being clearly demonstrated , such advantage to be professionally and independently appraised , with adequate time being afforded to School Boards  to prepare their case and to develop counter proposals , including the retention of the status quo.

Council practice in relation to their powers should not mean that Scots parents have materially less influence in the matter of school closures than other UK citizens.

This petition is in support of the principle of putting the children first; and the principle of devolution, allowing the families and communities affected to play a full part in the creation of socially inclusive solutions to the issues of rural schooling. 

Signed 

Richard Lock 

Petitioner

MIDLOTHIAN RURAL SCHOOLS ACTION GROUP - PETITION
www.mrsag.org.uk
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